Ixxii                                INTRODUCTION

This edition has notwithstanding attained to a degree of inclu-
siveness that I hardly anticipated. Upon first assembling my manu-
script, indeed, I bethought myself with some uneasiness that it
could be accurately described in lines (slightly altered) of Words-
worth, drawn from an ominous context:

I've measured it from side to side:
'Tis three feet long and one foot wide.

I have been able to print some 1,600 of Thackeray's letters, more
than 100 letters to and about him (some of great biographical
interest), and nineteen of his diaries and account books. Three-
fifths of his letters are altogether unpublished, while less than a
fourth have previously appeared in their entirety. Of his six prin-
cipal correspondences, those with his family, with Edward Fitz-
Gerald, with Mrs. Procter, and with the Baxters are printed as
completely as their survival permits, that with the Brookfields ap-
pears with only a few omissions 3 and a substantial part of that with
Mrs. Elliot and Kate Perry is also included.5 Thus the very great
majority of Thackeray's important letters are printed, and printed
for the first time, in these volumes. But it would be idle to assert
that this edition is in any sense definitive. My search of auction
records has given me knowledge of several hundred letters the
originals of which I have not traced, and English collections remain
largely unexplored.

There is a massive body of precedent today to control the editing
of literary correspondence. Yet each large body of material presents
its peculiar problems, and I offer no apology for the following
summary of editorial principles.

Text. The letters in this edition have been transcribed for the
most part from photostats which have since been placed on perma-
nent deposit in the Harvard College Library, though I have not

5 The missing letters to Mrs. Brookfield, Mrs. Elliot, and Kate Perry belong
for the most part to Dr. Rosenbach. But I have been able to print a number
of the letters to Mrs. Brookfield in his possession from transcripts made by
Mrs. Fuller some years ago, and the remaining letters to Mrs. Brookfield as
well as all of those to Mrs. Elliot and Kate Perry are represented by sizable
excerpts from the Lambert and Goodytar Catalogues, in Appendix XXVI.